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The Members of the Cantonment Board are collectively as a body, responsible for
municipal administration of the Cantonment areas. They exercise their powers and
discharge their responsibilities through the Cantonment Board and its various
Committees/Sub-Committees constituted by the Board, under the provisions of the
Cantonment Act. However, no specific duties and functions have been assigned. to the
Members of the Board in their individual capacity under the Cantonment Act. There'is no
proposal to amend the Act to change this position. Mr. Speaker, Sir, through yeu, | would
like to know the number of cantonments in our country andswhether experienced
members have been included in these cantonment Boards to providefacilities. | would also
like to know as to how the responsibility is shared by them andwhetherthere is any move
to bring amendment in this regard? There are 62 cantonments inwour country. Elections
are held after every 5 years in all cantonment Boards. The.elected members look after the
affairs of cantonment boards. Decisions are takensin Board'ssmeetings which is generally
held once in a month. So far as the working.of cantenment boards is concerned, the
present set up is legal and appropriate. Mr. Speaker, Sir a very meagre amount has been
allocated for civic amenities in Nasik Cantonment..d want that all the facilities which have
been provided to Bangalore, Mumbai/and Pune should be provided to Nasik also. All types
of facilities are available in cantonment areas at local level. Cantonment is an area where
defence forces are deployed..Some facilities may not be available in civilian areas but
water, electricity, roads etc. are available for them. A very meagre amount has been
allocated for this area. Mr..Speaker, Sir, hon'ble Minister is aware that today every party
and every Government is talking of strengthening the democracy at grass root level. The
condition of Zila Parishads and Panchayat Samities is very bad in my State. | would like to
tell the hon'ble Minister that 7 Members are elected from Jalandhar Cantonment Board of
my constituency. However, they do not have any power. They are being treated as second
grade representatives. Amendment is required in the present Cantonment Act. Even the
citizens ofithis area are being treated as second grade citizens. In my view, it is the duty of
the army.authorities to take care of the welfare of these people. | would like to know
whether the hon'ble Minister will consider giving more powers to the elected
representatives and amending the present Cantonment Act? Mr. Speaker, Sir, the matter
regarding amendment in the existing Cantonment Board Act is under consideration for the
last few years. Many amendments have been prepared. The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Defence has also made a thorough study in this regard and has given some
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recommendations also. When the Defence Ministry referred the proposed amendments
to Law Ministry to present it in the Parliament, the Law Ministry was of the opinion that
instead of making so many amendments in the existing Act, it would be better to legislate
a new Act. Draft of that Act is under preparation. As soon as it is prepared, we will bring it
in the Parliament. Through this act, we would be able to correct and improve the
shortcomings in the existing Act. Mr. Speaker, Sir, as hon'ble Minister has stated that as
per rules Members are elected and elections are held after every five years but how:much
power they are enjoying? They are only dummies. According to my.experience, there
should be no interference in these cantonment areas where army is stationed but there
are thousand of people living in civil areas and there is no one to listen to them. They refer
their problems to Members but the Members have no power to getithe work done. My
submission is that the elected Members should haveysufficient powers to solve the
problems of the people living in civil areas. At present.theyiare.not having any powers. |
want to submit that all the Cantonment areas of Delhi and Jalandhar are adjacent to
corporation areas. The Members of Cantonment.Board de‘not have powers equal to the
powers of corporation members. | do not say that there should be any interference in the
military areas by these Members but the Chairmen of all the sub-committees of neglected
civil areas should be elected Members. If the Chairman of the Cantonment Board is from
the military, then at least Chairmen: of sub-committees like Commi-ttees on electricity,
water, road etc. should be elected ones. Such amendment should be made to provide
them powers so that people'in the civil areas adjacent to cantonment Board could get
adequate civic facilities.

What is the view of the.Government in this regard? Mr. Speaker, Sir, | have been
told that a new law is'going to be enacted very soon.


http://www.stenoshala.com/

